
Frequently Asked Question on Single Use Plastic 

1. What is Single Use Plastic? 

Single-use plastics are those plastic products that have a one-time use 

before they are thrown away. Often these kinds of plastic are not disposed 

of properly, therefore not recycled. 

2. Does banning single-use plastic even make a dent in the 
bigger problem of climate change? 

Yes! Plastic is derived from crude oil. Banning plastic puts pressure on its 

producer, the fossil fuel industry. Plastic bans also bring attention to 

climate change, pushes customers to reuse, and encourages businesses to 

create reusable options. 

3. Does all the Single Use Plastic are prohibited? 

No. At present only those items are banned/prohibited which are 

mentioned in the Gazette Notification dated 12th August, 2021 issued by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change under nomenclature 

Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021.  

4. Which Single Use Plastic items are banned from July 01, 
2022?  

The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of following 

single use plastic, including polystyrene and expanded polystyrene, 

commodities shall be prohibited with effect from the 1st July, 2022:- 

(a) Ear buds with plastic sticks, plastic sticks for balloons, plastic flags, 
candy sticks, ice-cream sticks, polystyrene [Thermocol] for decoration; 
(b) Plates, cups, glasses, cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straw, 
trays, wrapping or packing films around sweet boxes, invitation cards, 
and cigarette packets, plastic or PVC banners less than 100 micron, 
stirrers.  
 
Moreover, Plastic Carry Bags below seventy five microns in thickness 
is banned with effect from the 30th September, 2021 and below one 



hundred and twenty (120) microns in thickness with effect from the 
31st December, 2022     
   

5. What is the problem with single-use plastic products? 

Over recent times, there has been a steady increase in the volume of highly 

reputable international literature that addresses the problems with single-

use plastic products. Due to its slow decomposition, plastic accumulates in 

seas, oceans and beaches worldwide. Globally, at least 8 million tonnes of 

plastics leak into the ocean each year. There are also significant economic 

impacts associated with plastic litter. 

6. What do the numbers on the bottom of plastic products 
mean? 

The numbers on the bottom of plastic bottles let you know the type of 

plastic they’re made of. Plastic is coded with numbers 1-7 that designate 

material. Not all plastics are recyclable, and some aren’t reusable.  

7. Are plastics used for primary industrial packaging also 

banned by the Gazette Notice? 

No, plastic bags used for industrial packaging are exempted as they are 

used for industrial primary packaging at the source of the product and are 

not available on sale at the counter or given freely outside the industrial 

setting. Furthermore, the bags must be labelled clearly by the industry 

manufacturing the product. 

8. Where Are Plastic Bags Already Banned? 

Plastic bag bans are covering the country and our planet. In 2007, San 

Francisco got the ball rolling and became the first American city to pass a 

plastic bag ban. Then, less than a decade later, in a groundbreaking act of 

legislation in the 2016 election, California voters approved America’s first 

state wide plastic bag ban. Other notable cities with plastic bag bans are 

Austin, Chicago, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, and Seattle. On a global scale, 

plastic bag bans have swept through countries such as Italy, Brazil, and 



China. For an expanded look at the current state of plastic bag bans, check 

out our plastic bag ban map. 

9. What Makes Reusable Bags a Viable Alternative? 

 Reusable bags are made of materials that are environmentally friendly and 

easier to dispose of than their plastic counterparts. Reusable bags are 

created with the intention of reducing environmental impacts both during 

production and disposal. There isn’t an alternative to plastic bags that can 

be considered totally free of environmental impact. Instead, we look to 

more efficient options that will limit the impact while conserving natural 

resources. 

10. Why can’t single-use plastic products be recycled 

through existing collection systems? 

The single-use and other plastic products listed in the legislation are often 

used away from home and thrown away after a brief use. They are prone to 

entering the litter stream, cannot be recycled through conventional 

systems, and have wasted the embodied resources that have been invested 

in their production. 

A large number of plastic containers can be recycled through yellow-lidded 

kerbside recycling bins and soft plastics can be recycled through local 

supermarkets. Items such as plastic straws cutlery and stirrers, and 

polystyrene food service items cannot be recycled through kerbside 

recycling bins either because they are difficult to recycle (e.g. expanded 

polystyrene) or are too small for recycling machinery (e.g. straws, cutlery 

and stirrers). 

11. What are plastics? 

Plastics are simply chains of like molecules linked together. These chains 

are called polymers. This is why many plastics begin with “poly,” such as 

polyethylene, polystyrene, and polypropylene. Polymers often are made of 

carbon and hydrogen and sometimes oxygen, nitrogen, sulfur, chlorine, 

fluorine, phosphorous, or silicon. 

The term “plastics” encompasses all these various polymers. 



Although there are many polymers, plastics in general are lightweight with 

significant degrees of strength. Plastics can be moulded, extruded, cast and 

blown into seemingly limitless shapes and films or foams or even drawn 

into fibers for textiles. Many types of coatings, sealants and glues are 

actually plastics, too.  

12. How is plastic made? 

To make today’s plastics, chemists start with various elements (atoms such 

as carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and so on) derived from natural resources. 

Chemists combine various atoms to make molecules, which are simply two 

or more atoms held together by chemical bonds. When making plastics, 

these molecules generally are called monomers. These monomers then are 

combined by chemical bonds into a chain or a network—this is called 

polymerization. And the resulting materials are called polymers.  

13. What are bio plastics? 

The “bio” in bioplastics actually has to do with that oft-dreaded high school 

class, biology. Bioplastics are remerging today as scientists develop more 

efficient ways to produce the necessary quantities of biomass, most often 

sugarcane, wheat and corn. 

14. Is plastic biodegradable? 

Biodegradability of plastics depends largely on the type of plastic and 

where it ends up. Many plastics do not biodegrade to any significant 

degree, regardless of environmental conditions, while some do so very 

slowly if exposed to air, water and light. Both types are best recycled or 

used for their stored energy.  

15. What things are made from recycled plastics? 

While used plastic is sometimes recycled into new packaging, that’s not 

always the case. Used plastic can also be recycled into playground 

equipment, patio furniture, cooking tools and even clothing. Non-recycled 

plastic can also be converted into energy.  



16. What does the number in the triangle on plastic 

containers mean? 

That little symbol on a plastic product identifies the type of plastic (resin) 

used to make that item. Recyclers sometimes use this information to sort 

plastics for recycling.  

17. What are the probable alternatives of banded SUP 

items? 

The alternatives for banded Single Use Plastic are given below- 

Banded SUP  Alternative  
 

Carry Bags  1. Bio-degradable/Compostable Bags  
2. Conventional Carry Bags above 120 Microns  

Straws  1. Paper based  
2. Plant based  

Plates & Cups   1.  Areca nut  
2.  Paper/ leaf based 
3. Metal and earthen based  

Cutlery  1.  Bamboo 
2.  Bio-degradable 
3. Metal based  

Ear Buds with Plastic Stick  1. Plant based 

Plastics Stick for Baloons  1. Bamboo Stick 

Plastics Flags  1.Paper / Cloth based 

Ice-cream Sticks  1. Bamboo Stick  

Thermocol (Polystyrene) 
decoration  

1. Paper 

2. Cloth  

Plastics Stirries  1.Bamboo  

 



18. What is the pollution cost to be imposed upon the 

banded SUP violators in the state of Tripura? 

The pollution cost at the following rates shall be realized in case of 

violation of the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021 in 

the state of Tripura.  

 


