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Tripura State Pollution Control Board: Its Roles in Public Service 

Prof. B. K. Agarwala 

Government of India enacted the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1981 to arrest 

the deterioration in the air quality. The act prescribes various functions for the Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB) at the national level and State Pollution Control Boards at the state 

level. These functions are directed towards public welfare by protecting the environment.  

  The main functions of the State Pollution Control Boards are as follows: 

 to plan a comprehensive programme for prevention, control and abatement of air 

pollution and to secure the execution thereof; 

 to advise the State Government on any matter concerning prevention, control and 

abatement of air pollution; 

 to collect and disseminate information related to air pollution; 

 to collaborate with Central Pollution Control Board in programme related to 

prevention, control and abatement of air pollution; and 

 to inspect air pollution control areas, assess quality of air, and to take steps for 

prevention, control and abatement of air pollution in such areas. 

The Tripura State Pollution Control Board (TSPCB) was set up by the Government of 

Tripura in the year 1988 under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and 

the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. Accordingly, rules namely the 

Tripura State Pollution Control Board (Water Pollution Control) Rules, 1989 and the Tripura 

State Pollution Control Board (Air Pollution Control) Rules, 1989 were framed under both 

the Acts. TSPCB works for the implementation of the following Environment Acts & Rules 

in the State of Tripura: 

 The Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act,1974 

 The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

 The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 The Solid Waste Management Rules 2016 

 The Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules 2016 

 The Hazardous Waste Management Rules 2016 

 The Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016 
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 The e-Waste Management Rules 2016 

 The Construction and Demolition Waste Management Rules 2016 

 The Battery Waste Management Rules 2000 

The mission of the Board is “to create an environment in the State where the people 

shall cease to pollute the natural resources, Conserve the biological diversity and utilize its 

natural resources sustainably through a strong governance framework. It is also the mission of 

the Board to improve the knowledge and understanding of the people of the State on importance 

and necessity of clean environment and foster community participation, ownership and support 

for making the State free from pollution of all forms.” 

The Vision of the Board is “to generate responsiveness of the people of the State where 

they appreciate the true value of the clean and pollution free natural environment, utilize its 

natural resources in a sustainable manner for national development, conserve its biological 

diversity for equitable sharing and flow benefits to the society with a view to have a healthy 

environment for the posterity.” 

The Board is an autonomous body of the government of Tripura and it follows 

government rules for its administration, and performs various functions towards the 

stakeholders by observing various rules, directions, and guidelines stipulated and issued by the 

Government of India through the ministry of environment, forest & climate change (MoEF 

&CC), National Green Tribunal (NGT), and of the Government of Tripura. Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB) located in New Delhi is the apex authority at the national level that 

monitors the performances of the state boards directly and also through its regional offices.  

The State Boards have been vested with powers to exercise advisory, regulatory, and 

monitoring roles with regard to various aspects of prevention and control of air and water 

pollution, and management of different kinds of wastes in order to safeguard the environment 

in which humans and all other living organisms from bacteria to largest plants and animals live.  

Advisory roles mostly relate to the government and its different departments for 

execution of directives and guidelines that are applicable within the geographical limits of the 

State. Advisories are issued by the Board and notified by the government from time to time in 

the interest of pollution-free environment in general, and well-being of public in particular. The 

line departments of the government like the local administration and police are mainly tasked 
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with the execution of different provisions of the advisories. For example, manufacturing, 

storage, transport, sell, and use of non-biodegradable plastic carry bags is prohibited in the 

Tripura state through a notification issued by the government of Tripura on 10 March 2015. 

The Member Secretary, TSPCB and 14 other authorities of different government departments 

are authorized to implement and monitor the ban. District Level Committees have also been 

formed through a notification issued on 10th August 2015 for effective monitoring and 

implementation of the ban in respective districts. There are provisions to impose fine from the 

minimum of Rs. 100/- to the maximum of Rs. 3000/- as ‘pollution cost’ from violators who 

may be individuals, mobile vendors or shop keepers or permanent establishments. In view of 

the country-wide campaign of complete ban on the use of single use plastics, the government 

of Tripura has already started action to gradually reduce the use of these plastics. Most of the 

government establishments have been declared as ‘single use plastic free zone’. MoEF & CC, 

New Delhi has already issued a draft notification seeking suggestions from all concern, and it 

is expected that a final notification will be issued in the near future.  

Likewise, noise pollution (regulation and control) rules 2000 have been notified by the 

Government of Tripura first on 29th January 2014 and, again, on 29th December 2017. These 

were issued in lines with provisions of pan-India regulations envisaged under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986. The first notification specifies the zones (silent, industrial, commercial, 

and residential) in each district within which noise levels have been determined and fixed. 

Thus, areas having hospitals, educational institutes etc in the silent zones should not have noise 

level higher than 50 dB (decibel, a measuring unit of sound)) during day time and 40 dB during 

night time (10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.). Commercial, industrial and residential zones have a higher 

permissible noise levels of 65dB, 75dB, and 55dB, respectively, during day time, and 55dB, 

70dB, and 45dB, respectively, during night time. Sub-divisional Police Officers (SDPO) of 

respective sub-divisions are authorized to monitor and enforce these rules. TSPCB is mandated 

to document noise levels of different zones in different districts during pre-festival, festival and 

post-festival times and bring these to the notice of the competent authorities of the government, 

CPCB, and the public. Any violation of the rules is dealt as per the provisions of the noise 

pollution rules.   

Similarly, in pursuance of the directions from the NGT and the CPCB, the state 

government was advised to facilitate the establishment of a Common Effluent Treatment Plant 

(CETP) to deal with the large quantity of bio-medical wastes (BMW) that are generated in 
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different healthcare facilities (HCF) of the State. In response, the government took up the issue 

and, after observing all the codal formalities, has selected a reputed vendor to do the job. The 

work on the establishment of the State’s first CETP is in progress. Once established, Tripura 

will be the first state after Assam in the north-east India to have this exclusive facility.  

Regulatory roles mostly relate to all the industries/workshops/establishments/units that 

are engaged in doing various acts as a result of which different kinds of pollution can generate 

and discharged in to air or water or soil of the environment. The Board is responsible for 

regulating the establishment and operation of such industries/units within the framework of 

various provisions of air and water pollution Acts and hazardous waste management rules. All 

such industries and units are required to make application in prescribed form with relevant 

information to the TSPCB. After evaluation of documents such as the project proposals, 

processes involved in manufacturing or production of products, production capacity, siting of 

the industry etc, a physical inspection is made to assess the likely pollution sources and its 

prevention methods. Based on the categorization of industries according to the pollution 

criteria, the industry/unit is categorized under ‘red’ (pollution score 60 and above out of 100), 

‘orange’ (pollution score from 30 to 59), or ‘green’ (pollution score from 15 to 29) category. 

Industries having a pollution score of less than 15 are considered under ‘white’ category. Red, 

orange and green category industries require a Consent to Establish (CTE) and Consent to 

Operate (CTO) certificates for a period of five, ten and fifteen years, respectively, from the 

TSPCB on payment of a prescribed fee for regulation of pollution norms. White category 

industries do not require these certificates provided these perform according to the stipulated 

norms. Details of pollution criteria and the evaluation of pollution scores for different 

categories of industries are well defined and are available in the website of the CPCB and also 

of the TSPCB.  

Industries like brick kilns, iron and steel foundries, rice milling, thermal power plants, 

tea processing factories etc produce smoke pollution. These industries must install chimney of 

appropriate height (stack) to discharge pollutants high in the air so that air pollutants like very 

small particles (also called respirable suspended air particles), and pollutant gases (sulphur 

dioxide, carbon dioxide, nitrogen dioxide etc) do not come in direct contact with the humans 

and any living organisms living on land and in water. These industries are advised to use good 

quality coal and avoid poor quality coal, saw dust, wood charcoal etc that usually generate high 

concentration of air pollutants.  
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Stone crushing units are another upcoming industry in the present times of rapid 

development of the State where stone chips are required in increasing quantity in road making, 

and construction projects. Mechanical devices used in stone crushers produce large quantity of 

dust in short time. Construction and demolition activities also produce huge quantity of dust 

particles. Most dust particles are very light in weight and very minute in size [usually less than 

10 microns (1 micron = 1/1000 of a mm)]. When mixed with air, these micro-particles can get 

into our respiratory system through breathing and particles of 2 microns or less in size can even 

get into the blood circulation. Stone crushers and construction projects are regulated for taking 

dust-suppressing measures like sprinkling water at the time of grinding and screening of stones 

or bricks, providing cover to the conveyor belts that transport crushed stones from grinders to 

screeners, and also to put up a screen wall of sufficient height all around the stone crushing or 

brick crushing units to prevent dispersal of dust particles in the neighbouring areas. Storage of 

dust in these units must be adequately moistened to avoid free dispersal micro-particles. Air 

around us is not static. It has the inherent property of circulation during day time due to thermal 

effect of sunlight. Hot air is light and moves upward whereas cooler air is heavy and moves 

downward. Dust particles mixed in air follow the air pattern of air circulation and can move 

great distance depending upon the weather condition. Warm and long sunny days in summer 

months see greater and rapid movement of air in comparison to cold and short days in the 

winter. Rainy months is most favourable from the dust control point of view because of the 

natural suppression of dust in the air due to high moisture (also called humidity). Water 

sprinkling on hot and sunny days are usually done in urban areas which have high population 

density and less open area which restrict free circulation of air in congested localities. 

Hotels, automobile repairing and servicing shops, hospitals and nursing homes, rubber 

processing units are some of the establishments that are mandated to use either effluent 

treatment plant (ETP) or sewage treatment plant (STP) to clean up their liquid discharge before 

release in to nearby drain or environment (river/canal/chhara etc). These treatment plants are 

capable of removing chemical and other non-chemical wastes from water through a step-wise 

process of filtration, sedimentation, and coagulation of chemical wastes, and neutralizing the 

chemical nature of treated waste which can be recycled, and reused in the same industry, or 

can be safely discharged in to the environment. Water samples from the discharge point 9outlet 

of ETP or STP) are routinely monitored by the technical staff of the TSPCB for pollution check. 

Any violation is promptly brought to the notice of the concerned industry for immediate 

redressal.  
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Plastic manufacturing units are regulated for proper disposal of plastic wastes which 

contain several toxic chemicals. Recycling of plastic waste is an environmentally friendly 

process and much desirable. All plastics are synthetic material and can be easily converted in 

to new shape, size and colour. Recycling takes care of most of the plastic wastes. Most of the 

plastic manufacturing units in the Tripura State have their own re-processing units and, thus, 

reuse most of the wastes generated within their establishments. Dedicated recyclers are those 

which collect plastic wastes (single use plastic wastes included) littered in public places and 

process these either in to new product or simply grind these in to chips, clean them using 

detergents, and send outside the state for further use. Tripura state has a number of plastic 

manufacturing and recycling facilities. Bio-medical wastes (BMW) generated from hospitals, 

nursing homes, pathological laboratories require proper collection and safe disposal. These 

potentially germ-carrying wastes must be chemically treated for disinfection and also thermally 

treated for permanent loss of harmful property of these wastes. Presently, these are being done 

at local level (that is, within the respective health care units including use of incinerators by 

big hospitals) or are stored in deep burial pits in remote areas where treatment facilities are 

absent. However, the best course of handling these wastes is their treatment in a Common 

Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) as stated above. 

Several industries/activities which have the potential to cause widespread environmental 

concern require ‘environmental clearance’ (EC) from the authorised committees consisting of 

experts in the environment subject. Each of these projects/proposals like brick kilns, sand 

mining, exploration and drilling of oil wells, thermal power plants, large housing projects 

airports etc are vetted for their siting and local environmental concern by the people of the area 

through a public hearing, and subject to the satisfaction of all concerned, the project proposal 

is considered in detail for its physical, technical dimensions and various safeguards required in 

its establishment and operation. Such an elaborate process is followed to ensure that such 

projects of environmental concern and also of public utility have the wider acceptability of the 

people who have to co-exist in the nearby areas.  

Monitoring roles of the TSPCB pertain mainly to overseeing the actions and functions 

of the industries/establishments that have been granted ‘Consent to Operate’ certificates so that 

they do not violate the conditions of polluting the environment. Monitoring also include 

monthly or seasonal measurements of pollution checks of air quality and water quality at 

different sites of the State, and periodical checks and control of ban on non-degradable plastic 
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carry bags, noise levels, and management of hazardous wastes and solid wastes. Solid waste 

management (SWM) is a big issue of wider public interest as it includes domestic wastes, 

sewage wastes, market wastes, agriculture wastes, and construction and demolition wastes. 

There are elaborate rules which specifically govern the collection, storage, and disposal of each 

kind of these wastes. The state government is actively working to create necessary facilities at 

the level of local bodies and municipal corporations to arrest the menace of SWM which is 

increasing by the day. A STP of 8 million tons per day is already working in the Agartala city, 

and actions are afoot to ensure that this facility is optimally utilized and all the solid wastes of 

the Agartala city undergo proper treatment. In the areas governed by the local bodies, action 

plans have already been prepared and these are in various stages of implementation. As of now, 

SWM is below satisfactory level in most parts of the country and deserves greater attention of 

the public and also of the urban and rural local bodies. It is to be recognised that most of the 

solid wastes are generated by various actions of the people. They are the primary stakeholders 

who generate the waste and face its harmful effects. Therefore, in their own interest, people 

must follow certain basic rules of storage and disposal of these wastes. It is not uncommon in 

urban and rural areas to find small or big heaps of solid wastes at road sides or in some ditches. 

Local people must organise themselves to ensure that their neighbourhood is kept clean. This 

requires that local bodies must work in tandem with the local people. NGT and CPCB have 

issued elaborate directions and guidelines in this regard. Effective implementation requires a 

more pro-active action from all concerns. 

Creating awareness among the stakeholders is integral to successful implementation of 

cleanliness and pollution control programme. TSPCB tries to reach out to the communities of 

different categories of industries and the people, students of schools and colleges in particular, 

from time to time by holding meetings and distributing literature. Many non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs), voluntary organisations, and individuals are provided financial support 

by the TSPCB to organise campaign on different environmental issues. It must be said that the 

situation arising out of production of increasing quantity of different kinds of pollutants and 

wastes could have been very alarming to human health and other living creatures but for the 

fact that various actions are being taken at different levels that has ensured that a relatively 

safer environment exist around us. World-wide there are increasing global concerns on 

different environmental issues, and climate change in particular. Some of the global concerns 

like depletion of ozone layer in the atmosphere has been effectively addressed because of 

global efforts. All nations of the world are equally alive to the need of ensuring limited amount 



8 
 

of fresh water on the earth that must be protected from pollution and conserved for the 

increasing human population. This also applies in the context of Tripura state. This state has 

very few perennial sources of natural water, and the number of rain days are receding year-on-

year and lesser quantity of rainfall. Therefore, recharging of water table is a huge concern and 

it demands serious attention and action for needful use of water. Several of the water bodies 

like ponds and lakes are land-filled to fulfil the increasing needs of urbanisation. This has been 

happening all over the country, and the government of India and the state governments are 

emphasising on constructing artificial water reservoir to be charged during rainy days to take 

care of the increasing needs of agriculture, industries and of human and cattle populations.  

TSPCB conducts its various roles and functions, stated above, through a team of 

qualified technical and scientific staff and a well-equipped setup of laboratories. The head 

office at Gorkhabasti, Agartala and the three zonal offices located at Udaipur, Ambassa, and 

Kumarghat are the working places where things are discussed, planned, and implemented. The 

website the TSPCB (https://tspcb.tripura.gov.in) provides useful information in the public 

domain, and it allows anyone in the state to write or record their grievance relating to the 

pollution aspects of the environment in their locality or area.  

(The author is the Chairman of the Tripura State Pollution Control Board) 

 


